


T3SCBNOLOGY DEPT: 









MID-WEEK EDITION MID-WEEK EDITION eartat"an 


Automotive motive 


Founded 1925 








Baily 





The Trade Newspaper of the Industry 





Pubtished , ee 





WI Bo ova mane 





Vol. 16, No. 2071 


DETROIT, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1934 


$6 Per Year, 10c Per Copy 








Ss 


Klingler on the Air 
Road Race Revival 
New Dealer Displays 
A Paul Pry Expelled 
ser 


By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 










— of the brass hats who are 
interviewed by Duncan Moore 
in that great radio feature, 
“Rh. O. B. Detroit,” put on by the 
National Broadcasting Co., have 
mike fright, I am told. But not 
so Harry Klingler, president of 
Pontiac, who was Moore’s victim 
Saturday night. Klingler didn’t 
need two or three hours of re- 
hearsal—he checked in at WJR 
just ten minutes ahead of going 
on and he gave the millions of us 
who were tuned in one of the best 
talks heard so far. Not only that, 
he broke a record—took two 
minutes more than any other 
brass hat to tell his story. 
* *” a 


KLINGLER THINKS the same 
as most of us—that 1934 is going 
to be the best year the industry 
has had in four or five years, and 
he gave us the cheering informa- 
tion that Pontiac will make al- 
most as many cars this month as 
it did in the BEST month last 
year and that “from March on it 
will be better than any month in 
1933,” with production for 1934 
running 50 per cent ahead of last 
year. 

Klingler is elated over the 
pickup in territories that gener- 
ally haven’t bought until later in 
the season. Some small town 
dealers, he said, have ordered as 
many cars so far this year as 
they took during the whole of 
1933, proving what government 
subsidies to the farms and small 
towns have done. The rural com- 
munities are coming back, he 
said, 

* * * 

IN THIS BROADCAST Duncan 
Moore had the tables turned on 
him, for Klingler started inter- 
viewing the broadcaster, waxing 
poetic as he did so. 

“Mr. Moore, have you ever 
stood beside a long production 
line where the motors are put to- 
gether, or where the finished car 
is finally assembled?” he asked. 
“You watch that steady flow of 
cars, as smooth as a quiet stream, 
the motors and chassis just grow- 
ing as part after part is added by 
skillful workmen who never make 
a false move. It reminds you of 
those motion pictures where flow- 
ers unfold before your eyes. Mo- 
tors drop into their proper places; 
bodies are lowered and made 
fast; budding chassis blossom 
into full bloom, until finally at 
the end of the line workmen get 
into the completed car, step on 
the starter and for the first time 
lifeless and inanimate things 
which have been developing and 
growing move off under their own 
power.” 

* * cd 

CALL ME A NUT if you want 
to, but I can’t help but feel that 
the little acorn that was planted 
at Elgin last fall is going to de- 
velop into a giant oak and bring 
about a revival of road racing in 
this country ere long. And with 
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NSPA Heads 
Aid in Code 


Organization 





Group Leaders Present 
At District Meets 
To Help Jobbers 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—In order to 
meet numerous requests for as- 
sistance in conducting automotive 
wholesalers’ district organization 
meetings, 51 of which will be held 
throughout the country Wednes- 
day, practically the entire execu- 
tive staff of the National Stand- 
ard Parts Assn. has taken to the 
road. 

A. R. Sandt, director of market- 
ing research, will address the 
wholesalers of district 28 in St. 
Louis; O. B. Gault, secretary, has 
been asked to assist with the dis- 
trict six meeting in Utica, mG we 
V. W. Schicdcr, Geld oa-..cctary, 
will address the district 36 meet- 
ing in Des Moines; and J. L. 
Wiggins, field secretary, will meet 
with jobbers in the Chicago area, 
known as district 27. 

According to M. R. Gault, who 
has taken an active part from the 
first in the development of the 
wholesalers’ code, today’s meet- 


(Continued on Page 4) 





Illinois Group 
Set to Battle 
New Truck Bill 


By MEL ADAMS 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—Representing 
a membership of approximately 
600,000 motorists through more 
than :150 commercial or pleasure 
ear groups, the Illinois Highway 
Users’ Conference today an- 
nounced a policy of vigorous op- 
position to a bill scheduled to come 
up before a special session of the 
legislature and intended, it is 
claimed, “to regulate drastically 
and tax further the trucks and 
buses of this state.” 

The bill, known as the Illinois 
Commerce Commission measure, 
would, in the words of Chester G. 
Moore, director of the Illinois 
Highway Users’ Conference, 
“mean the virtual elimination of 
trucking commerce in the state, 
working a great hardship upon 
thousands of employes of these 
lines, as well as farmers and mer- 
chants alike. 

“Once in control of commercial 
vehicle transport, the next ‘bu- 
reaucratic’ step would probably be 
to seek control of passenger car 
traffic and impose additional taxa- 
tion thereon, something already 
proposed in Washington.” 

Analyzing the objectionable fea- 
tures of the bill, he says: 

“The state commission seeks to 
have the say as to which routes 
a contract carrier may operate. Its 
bill also provides that a contract 
carrier must file his contract ten 
days before its execution, thus 


(Continued on Page 4) 








Detroit tobe 
At3l,, Yr. High 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—Indus- 
trial employment in Detroit 
has reached the highest 


level since June, 1930, and 
in the month ending with 
in- 


Feb. 15, employment 
creased 21 per cent. 


Splitting of working 
hours in accordance with 
NRA codes, increase of con- 
sumer demand and a gen- 
eral increase in output of 
factories are the chief rea- 
sons for the abrupt rise in 
employment figures, accord- 
ing to Oliver Baker, statis- 
tician of the Detroit Board 
of Commerce. 

Figured on the basis used 
by the Board of Commerce 
as 100 per cent employment, 
the average for two month 
periods in 1923, 1924, and 
1925, Detroit’s employment 
T.aca is muw at 30.5, a> CO 
pared to 51 at this time in 
1933, 56 in 1932, 66.6 in 1931 
and 87 in 1930. 











Jury Uncovers 
3-Way Split of 
Proposed Graft 





Washington, Feb. 20.—A deal 
involving a total of $2,000,000 
which was to be divided three 
ways was revealed as the basis of 
the grand jury investigation into 
the Army motorization program 
when the inquiry entered its third 
week here yesterday. 

As the grand jury sought fur- 
ther light on the reputed negotia- 
tions which never were consum- 
mated, it was reported that the 
number of indictments which will 
be asked by Federal authorities 


(Continued on Page 4) 





yburn Threat Wanes 


1|Proponents Hold Little 


Hope For Congress’ O. K. 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 
Washington, Feb. 20.—Back in committee again in the 
form of a voluminous record representing three weeks of 
testimony, even its sponsors hold small hope that Congress 
will enact the Rayburn Bill for the Federal regulation 
of motor trucks and buses at this session. 
————® Admissions to this effect here 


Chevrolet Has 
All Time High 


Employment 





Direct Company Payrolls 
Total 56,545 Persons 


On Feb. 10 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—A new all-time 
high in employment was achieved 
by the Chevrolet Motor Co. for the 
week ending Feb. 10 when direct 
company payrolls totaled 56,545 
people, M. E. Coyle, general man- 
ager, announced here today. 

The high mark prior to this 
year was 52,847 men and women 
employed in June, 1929, while last 
year at this time factory payrolls 
numbered only 32,079 people, Mr. 
Coyle stated. 

The present record force also 
set a new high daily output figure 
for the present year’s program 
when they completed the assembly 
of 3,770 new 1934 cars and trucks 
on Friday, Feb. 16, Mr. Coyle 
stated. Through the first 15 days 
of the month the company com- 
pleted the assembly of 33,547 new 
units which have already been 
shipped to dealers. This is within 
12,000 units of production for the 
full month of February last year, 
Mr. Coyle stated. 

Plants are now headed toward 


(Continued on Page 2) 





Jan. Registrations Off 20% 
Compared to ’33; Drop Due 
To Delayed Mfg. Schedule 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—Estimates of a 
total passenger car registration of 
63,000 units in the U. S. for Janu- 
ary, 1934, were made today by R. 
L. Polk & Co., in its weekly sur- 
vey of automobile registrations. 
The estimates were based on re- 
ports from 19 key states, repre- 
senting 31.87 per cent of the U. S. 


The Polk estimate of 63,000 is 
approximately 20 per cent lower 
than the registrations of passenger 
cars listed for January, 1933, which 
were 79,845. This is accounted for 
by the fact that many automobile 
companies were not in full 1934 
production during the first month 
of the year. 


The Polk estimate for commer- 
cial car registrations in the U. S. 
in the month of January, 1934, 


however, is 21,000—an increase of 
71.31 per cent over registrations 
for the same month of 1933, when 
11,709 commercial cars were sold. 

In the 19 key states reported to 
date, January registrations of pas- 
senger vehicles totaled 18,062, as 
compared with 22,466 in the same 
states in January, 1933. The regis- 
trations, however, represent an 
increase of 6.07 per cent over De- 
cember, 1933, when 17,028 cars 
were sold. 

Total commercial car registra- 
tions in the same 19 key states for 
the month of January, 1934, 
totaled 6,395, as compared with 
3,732 in the same month last year. 
The total represents an increase 
of 47.18 per cent over December, 


today considerably heartened op- 
ponents of the proposed legisla- 
tion as they awaited two sig- 
nificant developments in respect 
to truck control. 

One of these is the date of effec- 
tiveness, at midnight Saturday, of 
the code of fair competition of 


| the trucking industry. The other 


|is the report of Joseph B. East- 





man, Federal co-ordinator of 

transportation, on the subject of 

highway transportation control. 
The Eastman report, declared 


| to be virtually ready for presen- 


tation to Congress and expected 
certainly within the next 10 days, 
is expected to recommend Federal 
regulation of some sort but of a 
character quite at variance with 
that proposed in the Rayburn 


| Bill. 


Exports Show 
Gain in Value 
Of 14 Per Cent 


Washington, Feb. 20.—Automo- 
tive products exported from the 
U. S. during the calendar year 
1933 registered an increase in 
value of 14.3 per cent over 1932, 
according to a report by P. R. 
Mattix, automotive division, U. S. 





| Department of Commerce. 


The total value of such ship- 
ments in 1933 amounted to $93,968,- 
383, compared with $82,185,100 for 
the preceding year. 

The improvement in the 1933 
automotive export trade, Mattix 
points out, was due entirely to the 
strengthened demand for passen- 
ger cars and trucks, as the ship- 
ment of miscellaneous products 
declined in that period. The com- 
bined shipments of passenger cars 
and trucks numbered 107,031, 
valued at $51,805,396, against 65,- 
492, valued at $34,945,409, in 1932, 
a gain in volume of 63 per cent 
and in value, 48 per cent, 

Passenger Car Exports 

Passenger car exports during 
1933 totaled 63,754 in number and 
$31,805,237 in value, compared 
with 40,657 units worth $23,304,532 
during the previous’ twelve 
months, an increase of 56 per cent 
in number anu 36 per cent in 
value. The foreign requirements 
were largely for low-priced cars 
as was evident from the fact that 
the class “not over $850” ac- 
counted for 59,694 units valued at 
$26,734,171, against 35,534 worth 
$16,978,715 in 1932. The other pas- 
senger car price groups were each 
reduced in number of units ex- 
ported, as were their values with 
the single exception of the class 

“over $1,200, not over $2,000,” 


1933, when 4,345 trucks were sold | Which tc+ aled $1, 662,152, or $23,771 


in the same states. 


“tinued on Page 4) 
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Banishing the Bird Dogs 


NDER the Automobile Retail- 
ers’ Code the practice in- 
dulged in by many dealers in the 
past of paying a premium or| 
bonus to those individuals who| 
would pass along to the dealer | 
the name and address of a friend 
in the market for a new car is 
banned. Just what the purpose | 
or reason for this ban is we are) 
still unable to determine. There 
can be little doubt that part of it 
is based on the idea of restricting | 
sales to the dealer’s salesmen 
rather than having every Tom, | 
Dick and Harry cut in on the) 
field. 
Whether this plan will work out 
to the advantage of either the 
salcsman or the dealer, is to our | 
mind problematical. These “bird | 
dugs” of business in the past hav: 
flushed many a prospect right 
into the dealer’s line of fire. it is 
true perhaps that there will be 
just as many birds in the bush 
now that the “dogs” have been 
called off but whether the hunt- 
ing will be so easy without the 
“dog” still remains to be seen. | 
Taken in the light of wera 
schemes there is not a police chief 
in the world who will belittle the 
value of the work done by his 
“stool pigeons.” While this is| 
quite different, the basic idea of | 
the tipster who hands the dealer | 
a “hot tip” on a possible car sale | 
is much the same. 


There unquestionably have been 
abuses in this as in any other| 
line of endeavor but whether the | 
salesman and dealer lost more 
buying paying for these tips than | 
the tips were actually worth; or| 
whether there was a degree of | 
unfair competition involved still | , 
remains to be seen. At first 
glance it would appear that the 
decision to end this practice may 
have certain kickbacks. 





Keep Your Nose Clean 
R. CLAIRE L. STRAITH, 
speaking before the Noon Day 
Study Club at the Wayne County 
Medical Society Building here 
last week called attention to the 
increasing number of broken pro- 
bosis and bashed in foreheads 
which result from motor acci- 
dents. For the first time in many 
years the good doctor had a kind 
word for the much maligned 
back-seat driver whose advice is 
much more needed now than ever 
before, he stated. Dr. Straith 
made a plea for careful driving 
on the basis of chivalry if no 
other. He pointed out that the 
seat next to the driver is the 
“hot” seat in the car and added 
that if many drivers could see the 
number of disfigured faces which 
have resulted from a dash of 
carelessness “they would be sure 
to be more considerate of their 
lady guests.” 

In this we feel that the doctor 
has placed a finger on a real 
cause: the lack of consideration 
by many drivers for the occu- 
pants of their car and for the} 
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occupants of other cars. If we 
can educate drivers to the point 
of considering the other fellow 
just a little bit, the accident rate 
can, unquestionably, be brought 
within reason. 


Gillette Tire Production 
Shows 386% Over ’33 


Eau Claire, Wis., Feb. 20.—De- 
cember, 1933, output for the Gil- 
lette Rubber Co. here showed a 
gain of 260 per cent on tires, 271 
per cent on tubes and 64 per cent 
on bicycle tires as compared with 
the same month a year earlier. 

January of 1934 showed an in- 
crease of 53 per cent on tires, 48 
per cent on tubes and 2 per cent 
on bicycle tires over December. 
Compared to January of 1933 a 
rise of 386 per cent on tires, 372 
per cent on tubes and 43 per cent 
on bicycle tires was shown. The 
February schedule is considerable 
higher than January’s. Since Dec. 
1, 1933, a total of 330 employes 


| have been added to the payrolls. 


151 Grahams Ordered 


By West Coast Dealer 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—Fifty carloads 
of new Graham automobiles — an 
entire trainload—have been or- 
dered by the Ralph Hamlin Mo- 
tors, Inc., of Los Angeles, A. I. 
Philp, vice-president and general 
sales manager of the Graham- 
Paige Motors Corp. of Detroit, re- 
ported today. 

The Hamlin order, said Mr. 
Philp, is for 151 automobiles, one 
of the largest received to date 
from that section of the country. 
Reports from the Hamlin organi- 
zation, as well as from all dealers 
along the West Coast, Mr. Philp 
reported, show a steadily increas- 
ing demand for the new Graham 
for 1934. 


Four Wheel Drive Co. 





Shows Loss of i 45.000 | 


Clintonvill e 
loss of $145,000 in 1938 as 
| $150,000 in 1932 was » la 
ute annual stockhoiders’ meeting | 
of the Four Wheel Drive Auto Co. | 
here. Depreciation and 


write-offs account for practically 
all of the loss, according to Walter 
Olen, president. 


While about $450,000 less busi- | 


ness was done last year than in 
1932, the company was able to keep 
intact its entire force both at the 
home office, the factory and in 
the field. The present trend is 
definitely encouraging and quota- 
tions are rapidly materializing in- 
to orders. 


Roy Berryman 
Detroit, Feb. 20.— Roy 
man, district sales manager for 
Detroit Seamless Steel Tubes Co., 
died here on Feb. 11, after a brief 
illness. Mr. 
in Harrisburg, Ont., in 1888 and | 
came to this country 26 years ago. | 
He has been with the Detroit 
Seamless Steel Tubes Co. for the 
past 12 years. 





Berry- 
| sort 


Berryman was born | 





Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 
it will come a renewing of inter- 
est in stock car contests. 

Strengthening my hope in this 
direction is the successful Gil- 
more Cup road race run at Los 
Angeles last Saturday in which 
27 cars, representing five different 
makes, battled over a course that 
is just about the toughest in the 
country—a two-mile affair of in- 
different surfacing and with turns 
that slowed the pace to almost a 
crawl—62 m. p. h. compared with 
the 80 in the stock car event at 
Elgin. And mebbe the populace 
didn’t fall for this speed battle— 
more than 75,000 watched Ford 
capture the first ten places, prov- 
ing that Elgin, where Ford 
copped the first seven, was no 
false alarm. 

BS ok ok 

“MY PUBLIC” probably will 
remember that the column last 
fall, following Elgin, suggested 
that Detroit should stick in a 
thumb and pull out a plum by 
promoting a stock car road race 
on famous Belle Isle, I think the 
Californian event strengthens the 
suggestion; in fact, I believe that 
Detroit could stage an automobile 
road race that would overshadow 
the Harmsworth cup event in the 
matter of public interest. 

Doing a bit of promotion for 
my brain child, let me reiterate 
that Belle Isle is ideal for the 
purpose with a five-milé course 
on the island, which is about ten 
minutes from downtown. The 
strongest thing in its favor is 
that, being surrounded by water | 
and with a bridge the only means 
of getting there except by motor- 
boat, it would be possible to col- | 
lect from practically every spec- | 
tator. And I would have the| 
Automobile Club of Michigan pro- | 
mote the race and let the city get | 
a big cut for welfare purnoses 





nar 

mai vufa urer by G. 
jr, executiv ve «Vice - presiaent of | 
the Austin Co. of Cleveland, in| 
Detroit for a couple of days talk- 
ing things over with the makers | 
themselves. 

Bryant’s company, which built 
the Ford plant in Russia, is 
working on the theory that more 
automobiles can be sold if more 
outlets are created, so it is sug- 
gesting that the filling stations be | 
included in the setup as _ sub-| 
dealers appointed by the regular 
dealer in any given territory. But 
it is up to the factory to co-oper- 
ate by financing a plan whereby | 
the filling stations may be dolled | 
up and made presentable for this | 
of work through the con- 
struction of what Austin calls a 
feeder building of distinctive de- | 
sign, with a porcelain enamel 
| exterior and doubly insulated. 

A car manufacturer contracting 
for a number of these buildings 
could have a uniform and distinc- 





tive building, so that the passerby 
will be able to identify it at once 
as part of the chain of small 
stores selling Whoosit cars. 

cad * « 

AUSTIN HAS DESIGNED a 
building for this which includes 
not only the filling station but 
also a show room that will ac- 
commodate one or two cars and 
also a department for light repair 
work, The theory is that the 
filling station man comes into 
contact with many, many owners 
who are unknown to the dealer 
himself and in this way a contact 
will be set up that will result in 
more cars being sold. 

It is proposed that the manu- 
facturer who contracts with Aus- 
tin for a chain of these feeders 
finance the entire operation, per- 
mitting the dealer in turn to pay 
for them on the installment plan. 
This way the maker creates out- 
lets for the dealer and he is re- 
paid through the dealer being 
able to cultivate virgin soil as it 
were and sell more cars. 

cd * * 

BROTHER FRANK WEBB has 
been expelled from the Paul Pry 
Assn., in which he held an honor- 
ary membership through once 
having been automobile editor of 
the Detroit Free Press. Since 
that time he has been assistant 
city editor of our one morning 
newspaper. But he chucked that 
job this week to join Bill Moffett’s 
publicity staff at Campbell-Ewald 
to put into words various and 
sundry messages Buick wants to 
disseminate. We Paul Prys have 
to watch our amateur standing, 
which explains the exputaton. 


Outlook Good 
For Trade With 


Australians 


Washington, Feh ° -There is 
outlook for 
de dur- 
reports 
Com- 

vy. 
1s in 
cCoilimonwea during the 
calendar year 19: eve in ex- 
cess of 15,000, a figure which the 
local trade anticipates will be in- 


44 
waa 


| creased to between 18,000 and 


22,000 during 1934. 

New truck registrations in 1933 
amounted to approximately 5,400. 
Dealers estimate that total truck 
registrations in the current year 
will run between 7,000 and 8,000. 

About 65 per cent of the regis- 
trations in Australia during 1933 
represented American makes. 


Coast Lincoln Salon 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20.—The 10th 
annual Lincoln salon started Feb. 


| 17 at the Hotel Biltmore and will 


continue until Feb. 24 inclusive. 
Twelve custom-created cars will 
be displayed, according to E. M. 
Maddux, general manager of Mad- 
dux, Inc., exclusive Lincoln dealer- 
ship for Los Angeles, Hollywood, 
Beverly Hills and Santa Monica. 


Chevrolet Hits 
All-Time Record 


For Employment 





(Continued from Page 1) 
capacity, with dealers making de- 
livery of new 1934 models to con- 
sumers, and the rate at which 
orders are being received indi- 
cates capacity operations for some 
months to come, the Chevrolet 
head declared. 

Detroit shows the largest gain 
on the company’s employment 
map. The payroll here includes 
the central office staff, and the 
workers at the Chevrolet plants 
centering at St. Aubin, Euclid and 
Holbrook Aves., where the new 
“knee-action” wheel sets are being 
built. Detroit payrolls as of Feb. 
10 stood at 16,809 people as com- 
pared with a previous all-time 
high here of 12,720 in June, 1929, 
and less than 8,000 one year ago. 
Much of the increase is due to the 
large number of men engaged 
solely in the building of the “knee- 
action” devices, which are coming 
off their own assembly line with 
increasing frequency from day to 
day. 

“This one invention,” said Mr. 
Coyle, “has added several thou- 
sand men to our payrolls—men 
who could not have been given 
work had we not incorporated the 
new device in our 1934 cars.” 


Plants in State 


At Flint, where four plants are 
maintained, payrolls were 15,725 
men as compared with 11,100 a 
year ago. Bay City, where small 
parts are manufactured, 1,782 were 
on the payrolls as against 1,081 
last year. 

At Saginaw, where Chevrolet 
operates the largest grey iron 
foundry in the world, two daily 
shifts consisting of 4,660 men are 
pouring casting for the new 
models, as 1gainst 3,443 in Febru- 
ary of 1933 

Toledo, where transmissions are 
manufactured, had 2,571 men at 
work, within one man of the 1929 
high. 

These locations comprise mainly 
the manufacturing operations of 
the company, and account for 41,- 
500 men on the payrolls. The re- 
maining 15,000 employes are at 
work at assembly operations in 
cities out of this area, and at the 
commercial body plant at Indian- 
apolis and the export packing 
plant at Bloomfield, N. J. Last 
year these outside plant payrolls 
accounted for only 7,000 men. 

Mr. Coyle expressed confidence 
that the present rate at which 
orders are being received would 
enable the company to maintain 
its payrolls at peak for a good 
share of the first half of the year. 





Little at Chek-Chart 
Chicago, Feb. 20.—W. H. (Bill) 
Little has joined the Chek-Chart 
Corp., 624 S. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago. 





LATEST CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 


These cumulative figures, showing the number of new automobiles registered in each state during the preceding 
month are published in Automotive Daily News immediately upon release by R. L. Polk & Co. twice weekly. 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co. with exception of New Jersey, supplied by New Jersey Motor List Co. 
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Truck Engineers 
Address Meeting 
Of New York SAE 


New York, Feb. 20.—Nine of 
the leading truck engineers of the 
industry addressed over three 
hundred members and guests of 
the Metropolitan Section of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
at its regular monthly meeting 
last week. F. K. Glynn, of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., acted as chairman of the 
meeting in which the subject of 
truck design as affecting main- 
tenance and operation costs was 
treated. 

The speakers were: Py <i 
Alborn, chief engineer, White Mo- 
tor Co.; Merrill C. Horine, Inter- 
national Motor Co.; A. W. Scar- 
ratt, chief engineer of Motor 
Trucks, International Harvester 
Co.; O. K. Kelly, research engi- 
neer, General Motors Truck Corp.; 
Chas. Kynock, Dodge Brothers 
Corp.; Alex Taub, development 
engineer, Chevrolet Motor Co.; G. 
H. Scragg, Brockway Motor Co.; 
Adolf Gelpke, assistant chief 
engineer, Autocar Co. and 
G. W. Thomas, executive engineer 
of Reo Motor Car Co. 


Each of the speakers dealt with 
particular features of their re- 
spective vehicies intended to 
minimize operation and mainten- 
ance. costs. Some __ speakers 
stressed the need for reduction 
in fuel consumption as a highly 
important factor in reducing 
operation costs, and the need for 
minimizing the total weight of the 
vehicle was also emphasized. 





L. A. Show Attendance 


Gains 63% Over 1933 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20.—Attend- 
ance at the Twenty-first Annual 
Show of the Los Angeles M~* 


weal Ve 





Car Deu “s’ Assn. wouna up 
Sunday night wi.’ a totai rccord 
that broke al! previous figures 
for these shows. Paid sdmis-! 
sions were in excess of i00,000 
Up to Friday night the gain 


over last year was 47 per cent. 
The big wind up Saturday and 
Sunday raised the total increase 
to 63 per cent over 1932. Buying 
of new cars was in step with the 
crowd that visited the show. 


Ask for Proxies 

New York, Feb. 20.—Stockhold- 
ers of Kelly-Springfield Tire Co. 
have been asked to submit proxies 
to a protective committee which 
will seek to effect changes in the 
board of directors and manage- 
ment of the company at its annual 
meeting March 13. In a letter to 
the stockholders, the committee 
states that it is “reliably in- 
formed” that Kelly-Springfield’s 
report for the year 1933 “will show 
a loss in excess of $800,000. We 
believe that such a loss was 
neither necessary nor justified.” 


Expect 100,000 Visitors 
At: Minneapolis Exhibit 
Minneapolis, Feb. 20. — More 

than 100,000 people are expected 

to view the new line of 1934 cars 
and the floral and home beautiful 
exhibits to be presented at the 

Minneapolis Auditorium during 

the annual Northwest Automobile 

Show, Home beautiful Exposition 

and Flower Show, March 10 to 

17, according to an estimate made 

by H. H. Cory, show manager. 
The Minneapolis show will 

continue for eight days and the 
entire main floor will be occupied 
by the new automobile exhibits 
estimated at a value of more than 
a million dollars. In the lower 
exhibition hall will be the flower 
show and the home beautiful ex- 
position. A car will be given 
away free on each night of the 
show. More than 25 lines of 
industry are represented in the 
miscellaneous line of exhibits. 


NRA Fact Finding Com. 
Headed by Bertram Lewis 


Washington, Feb. 20.—H. Bert- 
ram Lewis has been appointed 
chairman of the fact finding 
committee authorized by the code 
of fair competition for the whole- 
sale automotive trade, accord- 
ing to an NRA announcement. 








Mr. Lewis is head of the H. 
Bertram Lewis Advertising 
Agency, New York City. For 
several years prior to 1920 he 
was successively credit manager, 
used car manager, general serv- 
ice manager, advertising man- 
ager and vice-president in charge 
of sales for the Packard Motor 
Car Co. of New York. After- 
wards, he was general manager 
of the New York division of Hare 
& Chase, and vice-president of 
the Commercial Credit Corp., of 
Baltimore. 


Vesper to Visit Nuxitinwest 
ror Seattle Jubilee Show 


Seattle, Feb. 20 “ _ Ww A. 
| esper, = sident of the Netional 
itomobi Dealers Assn., will 


visit the ‘Northwest early next 
| month. He will he the principal 
speaker at a meeting of the Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce, March 2, 
and on March 5 will address the 
state convention of the Washing- 
ton Automotive Trades Assn. He 
will also speak at the formal open- 
ing of the Seattle Silver Jubilee 
Automobile show, Saturday even- 
ing, March 3, at the Civic audi- 
torium. 

Other speakers at the Chamber 
of Commerce meeting will be Fred 
H. Kurz, A. S. Eldridge, A. F. 
Blangy and Wm. O. McKay, all 
prominent Seattle dealers. 


W ‘atorbury ous 
Waterbury, Conn., Feb. 20. 
Waterbury Automobile Merchants 
Assn. has announced pfans for its 
annual Automobile Show, to be 
held at the State Armory, Feb. 26 
to March 3, inclusive. About 15 
dealers will have exhibits on the 
floor. 





Ralston of Olds 
Reports Uplift 
Throughout West 


Lansing, Mich., Feb. 20.—D. E. 
Ralston, vice-president and gen- 
eral sales manager of Oldsmobile, 
has just re- 
turned to the 
Lansing plant 
from a_ swing 
through the 
Central Western 
states, where he 
visited some of 
the automobile 
shows, attended 
meetings of 
Oldsmobile deal- 
ers and con- 
ferred with zone 
managers and 








D. E. Ralston 


others of the Oldsmobile field 
organization. 
Reaching as far West as Den- 


ver, and including such impor- 
tant trading areas as_ those 
centering in Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis, Omaha, Lincoln, Kansas 
City and St. Louis, Mr. Ralston’s 
trip resulted in a generally op- 
timistic picture of conditions. 

“General business conditions 
throughout the Central West are 
very much on the upgrade,” Mr. 
Ralston said. “The farmers are 
enjoying rising farm prices. The 
demand for automobiles is good. 
Dealers feel happy over the 1934 
outlook. 

“The Federal aid given to the 
sections I visited has been a 
wonderfully help “ul thing in stag- 
ing the great come-back. I found 
CWA men busy working on the 
roads, while their automobiles 
stood parked along ‘he way. 
When men can once again use 
cars to get back and forth to their 
work, little more proof of better 
times is needed. 

“The year is destined, I believe, 
to see a big upward movement in 
the replacement market, not only 
because more money is circulat- 
ing, but because the lech of * 
ing for the past three yenr: 
makes replacements pera 
It is probable that prodnction 
the industry v ~ 2. Ser) 1M 
to 3,000,000 cars sv. 
means that the automobile will 
contribute very materially to the 
general recovery program. 
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Retires As President 

Chicago, Feb. 20.—After 32 years 
as a manufacturer of motor ve- 
hicles and 21 years as president 
of the Hendrickson Motor Truck 
Co., Magnus Hendrickson has re- 
linquished that office to become 
chairman of the board by way of 
celebrating his 70th birthday. He 


| is succeeded by Robert T. Hend- 
The 


rickson, formerly treasurer of the 
company. 

Others in the Hendrickson fam- 
ily elected to office in the concern 
were George W., re-elected vice- 
president; Carl R., formerly sec- 
retary and now treasurer, and 
Edward W., named as secretary. 





State Commission to Hold 


Tax Hearing for Public 

Hartford, Conn., Feb. 20.—The 
Connecticut Tax Commission will 
conduct a hearing Feb. 27 to de- 
termine public opinion on the 
matter of automobile taxation. 
Subjects to be discussed include 
local taxation of motor vehicles, 
state registration fees and gaso- 
line taxes. 

The commission, named by the 
last General Assembly to study 
proposals for a more equitable 
distribution of the tax burden, 
has asked all persons interested 
in automobile taxation to state 
their views on how the existing 
situation should be changed. Car 
dealers will turn out in force for 
the hearing. 


Auto Rebuilding Code 


Hearing Set for March lL 

Washington, Feb. 20.—Hearing 
on a code of fair competition for 
the auto rebuilding and refinish- 
ing trade has been set for March 
1, according to an NRA announce- 
ment today. The proposed code 
was submitted by the Auto Re- 
builders’ Assn. of the U. S., claim- 
ing to represent 75 per cent of 


the trade. K. J. Ammerman, 
deputy administrator, will pre- 
side. 


The proposed code would es- 
tablish a maximum work week 
of 44 hours, with permission to 
work 48 hours a week in emerg- 
encies or peak periods, provided 
the average week shall not exceed 
44 hours during an eight-week 
period. 

The minimum wage would be 
set at $15 per week. 


Bill to Cut Licenses 


Reported to Va. Senate 


Richmond, Va., Feb. 20 (UTPS). 
—The Senate roads committee has 
reported the administration pas- 
senger car license reduction bill 
without a dissenting vote, after 
it had been amerac? * 


Sn ¢ ‘ é ’ 
the ¢ i ‘ ate wucé 


PRsw eels WietUins we wb 
from 70 to 40 cents a hundred 
pounds, with a minimum tax of 
$8 for each tag. The object of 
the amendment, offered by Sena- 


is to prevent the localities from 
shecsting the State reduction. 


Three C adillac Managers 


Chicago, Feb. 20.—New man- 
agers of three of the four Cadil- 
lac retail branches in the Chicago 
areas have been appointed, it is 
just announced. 

They are: Broadway, Earl F. 
Jager to succeed C. H. Trask; 
South Shore, S. E. McPhee to suc- 
ceed Charles H. Townsend; Oak 
Park, Miles B. Coghlan to suc- 
ceed C. J. Long. No change has 
been made at the Evanston 
branch, where Eugene A. Monast 
remains as manager. 








REGISTRATIONS BY STATES, JANUARY 1934-33 


The complete cumulative figures will appear every Saturday, until all 48 states or completed United States totals 
for the month have been printed. States shown previously include Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, and the District of Columbia. 
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Automobile Sales 
Put Parts Plants 
At Capacity Run 





Hartford, Feb. 20.—Rapid ac- 
celeration of automobile sales 
throughout the country is having 
its effect upon a large number of 
manufacturing plants in Connec- 
ticut which produce tools, equip- 
ment and parts for the industry. 
With few exceptions these plants 
have greatly increased their pro- 
duction and are operating at the 
highest peak in several years. 

From all sections of the state 
come reports of sharply increas- 
ing activity in automotive plants. 
In New Britain the New Britain- 
Gridley Machine Co. has a sub- 
stantial number of orders for 
milling, grinding, drilling and 
boring equipment used by car 
manufacturers, according to Her- 
bert H. Pease, president. 

The Fafnir Bearing Co., New 
Britain, has been receiving nu- 
merous orders, most of them ac- 
companied by requests for im- 
mediate shipment. Production at 
the plant has been stepped up 
sharply to meet the demand, 
caused by the failure of most car 
manufacturers to stock up dur- 
ing the past year. Maurice H. 
Stanley, president of the corpora- 
tion, commenting that “practically 
all of the orders received today 
asked for delivery the day before 
yesterday.” 

Prospects Brighten 

Business of the New Departure 
Mfg. Co., operating plants in 
Bristol and Meriden, is reported 
by Frederick G. Hughes, presi- 
dent, as being very good with ex- 
cellent prospects for the entire 
first half of 1934. 

Earnings of the Plume & At- 
wood Mfg. Co., Waterbury, man- 
ufacturers of lamps and brass 
specialties, were in excess of divi- 
dend requirements lest => ac 

se 1 408,- 
t 
acn 

, 2y automotive plants, is 
working 24 hours in three eight- 
hour shifts with approximately 
1,000 workers. Only old employes 
are being returned to the pay- 


tor R. H. Gilliam, of Petersburg, | roll. 


The Bassick Co., Bridgeport, 
which manufacturers hood- 
catches and other automotive 
hardware, is reported as employ- 
ing about 500 men in its two 
plants. Other Bridgeport plants 
working at improved speed in- 
clude the Raybestos-Manhattan 
Co., the American Tube & Stamp- 
ing Co., division of the Stanley 
Works, and the Bridgeport Coach 
Lace Co. 


Graham-Paige Adds 
Six New Sales Outlets 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—Graham-Paige 
Motors Corp., of Detroit, has an- 
nounced the following additions 
to its staff of distributors and 
dealers: 

San Diego, Calif., Ray Ander- 
son, Inc.; Anderson, Ind., The 
Grant T. Munson Motor Co.; 
Marion, Ind., The Murrell Motor 
Sales Co. 

New Dealers include: Detroit, 
James P. McGuire; Grand Rapids, 
Bowne Cadillac Co.; Easton, Pa., 
William H. Ackerman. 


Ford Branch Reopens 


Saint John, New Brunswick, 
Feb. 20.—The improvement in 
business in the maritime provinces 
is reflected in the reopening of 
Maritime service branch of the 
Ford Motor Co. of Canada here. 
This is the first of four branches, 
closed because of bad times, to 
reopen, and the company sees 
every reason for operating here 
with the complete staff it had 
when the branch was closed. Gor- 
don W. Barry, Ford Maritime 
service manager, is again in 
charge of the Saint John branch, 
and expects to have it in full 
eperation before the end of the 
month. 











OR 


FRETS OY 


Jury Uncovers 
3-Way Split of 
Proposed Graft 





(Continued from Page 1) 

is five, not three as has been in- 
dicated heretofore. Moreover, the 
number of witnesses remaining to 
be heard makes it apparent that 
the investigation will carry over 
into next week instead of con- 
cluding before Washington’s 
birthday as originally supposed. 

Although the investigation has 
broadened to include other sup- 
plies to be purchased for and 
through the War Department out 
of emergency funds, the “motor 
scandal” angle again has as- 
sumed the dominent place in the 
picture with the newest revela- 
tions. 

These relate to the reported 
proposal of the alleged originator 
of the deal to induce a large 
motor truck manufacturer to in- 
crease his prepared bid on a 
Government contract of $2,000,000. 
The story goes that the proposal 
carried with it a promise that 
through inside influence, this 
manufacturer was certain to get 
the contract despite a bid $2,- 
000,000 higher than that he orig- 
inally contemplated. This was to 
be accomplished, it is related, 
through a control of specifications 
which would call for a certain 
type of engine lubrication system 
which the company in question 
alone could provide. 

Three Way Split 

Acquiescence in this plan on 
the part of the company was to 
net it $1,000,000, with the remain- 
ing $1,000,000 to be divided on a 
60-40 basis between the alleged 
guarantor of the contract and the 
manufacturer’s sales representa- 
tive. Out of his $600,000 share, 
the reputed agent of the group 
with the necessary “influence” to 
obtain the contract, was reported 
ready to recompense his associ- 
ates in the deal. 

Information said to be possessed 
by Federal investigators of the 
deal has it that the company 
originally was prepared to bid on 
the $10,000,000 motorization pro- 
gram on the basis of a price 40 
per cent below list. At a meeting 
between those reputedly identified 
with the deal, it is said the pro- 
posal was made that the addi- 
tional $2,000,000 be added to the 
deal by raising the basic bid to 
one of 25 per cent below the 
standard price. 

Woodring to Be Heard 

Harry H. Woodring, Assistant 
Secretary of War, who already 
has appeared before the grand 
jury in connection with the 
motorization contracts, will be 
heard further, it was evident here 
today. That this procedure would 
be followed was apparent in the 
cancellation by Woodring of an 
address Thursday in Topeka, 
Kan., and in the statement of the 
Federal prosecutor that Ralph T. 
O’Neil, former national com- 
mander of the American Legion, 
would not be given an oppor- 
tunity to testify until Woodring 
had been recalled. 

O’Neil has requested an oppor- 
tunity to appear before’ the 
Federal investigating body. 

In his appearance yesterday be- 
fore the house military affairs 
sub-committee investigating War 
Department airplane purchases 
under the program for expending 
emergency appropriations, Wood- 
ring was ordered to produce 
photostatic copies of all bids and 
specifications handled through 
his office. The total expenditure 
in connection with aircraft pur- 
chases under CWA appropriation 
terms is slightly less than that to 
be expended for trucks, $7,500,000 
to $10,000,000. 


Delco Work Up 


Dayton, Feb. 20.— Employment 
at plants of the Delco Products 
Co., subsidiary of the General Mo- 
tors Corp., is at the highest level 
in history. Total payroll is 4,800, 
compared with the previous peak 
of 4,600 in June, 1933. Indications 
point toward further increases, B. 
D. Kunkle, president, stated. 
Plants are operating three eight- 
hour shifts a day turning out 
equipment for automobiles and 
electric refrigerators. 





AUTOMOTIVE DAILY NEWS, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1934 


Retail Financing Gains 8% 


Last Minute Wall Street Wires 


From CONRAD ALEXANDER 
Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 


New York, Feb. 20, 3:30 P.M.—Motor shares were firm today 
in quiet trading on the New York Stock Exchange. A 
feature was a gain of more than a point in Electric Auto 


Lite. 


Packard continued active and higher. 


Chrysler 


was up a point. Studebaker and General Motors also 


were among the most heavily traded stocks. 


With many 


members of the Exchange snowbound, business fell off 


sharply. 





Al Gordon Wins 
Stock Car Race 
Driving Ford V-8 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19.—Al Gor- 
don, driving a Ford V-8, won the 
250-mile Gilmore gold cup road 
race for stock cars, run here Sat- 
urday, with 75,000 spectators 
looking on. Following Gordon 
came nine more Fords. The win- 
ner averaged better than 65 miles 
per hour, his time being four 
hours 14 seconds. The course 
itself has an adobe surface and is 
only two miles in circumference. 
Five different makes of cars com- 
peted, the race being run under 
AAA sanction. 

The race was a fight between 
Gordon and Stubblefield, 18 sec- 
onds separating them. The ‘lat- 
ter finished three laps ahead of 
Lou Meyer who was followed 
closely by Pete de Paolo and Rex 
Mays. These five were the only 
entrants to complete the full 250- 
mile course. 

Ten in Money 

The next five to finish were Red 
Horn and Frenchy La Horgue, 
who completed 129 laps of the 131 
laps; George Connor, who finished 
128 laps; Al Reinke and Harry 
Nelson, 126 laps, and Shorty 
Cantlon and Fred Frame, 123 
laps. These cars were given fin- 
ishing positions in the order listed 
and the first ten were officially 
considered to have finished in the 
money. 

Eddie Meyer, Woody Woodford 
and Ernie Triplett, in that order, 
were flagged down after the first 
12 had finished. Woodford driv- 
ing a Plymouth was in 14th posi- 
tion at the time. 

Two Accidents 

Only two accidents occurred 
during the race. On the thirtieth 
lap Chet Gardner, driving in fifth 
position, hit a bump on the last 
turn and rolled over throwing 
him and his mechanic, John Roe, 
out of the car. Gardner was not 
seriously hurt. Roe suffered a 
broken hip. 

On the 85th lap Bob Hahn driv- 
ing a Rockne did a tail spin, but 
he and his mechanic suffered only 
minor injuries. The Chevrolet 
entry dropped out at 22 laps and 
the Chrysler entry at 35 laps. The 
Plymouth piloted by Woodford 
was the only car aside from the 
Fords to finish. 


NSPA Heads 
Aid Jobbers to 
Get Code Going 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ings are in reality the first move 
in the program for its local ad- 
ministration. 

An organization committee of 
six jobbers has been appointed by 
the chairman of the National 
Code Authority to supervise at 
today’s meetings the election of 
district administrative commit- 
tees consisting of seven whole- 
salers in each district. 

Following confirmation and ap- 
proval of today’s elections by the 
National Code Authority, which 
will insist upon all administrative 
committees being “truly repre- 
sentative,” these committees will 
take office, and administration of 
the Code will actually begin. 








Exports Show 
Gain in Value 


Of 14 Per Cent 


(Continued from Page 1) 


more than was reported in 1932. 

The Union of South Africa, 
Belgium, Argentina, Japan and 
the Netherlands were the leading 
markets of importance for Ameri- 
can passenger cars in 1933, each 
of which registered an improved 
demand as compared with the 
previous year. 

The truck branch of the auto- 
motive industry presented an even 
more favorable record in 1933 
export activities. Exports 
amounted to 43,277 units, valued 
at $20,000,159, against 24,835, 
valued at $11,640,877, represent- 
ing gains of 74 per cent in num- 
ber and 71 per cent in value over 
the 1932 figures. Each of the 
weight groups were improved 
both in number and value while 
bus chassis were priced slightly 
less than 1932. Trucks not ex- 
ceeding 1% toms capacity ac- 
counted for 37,104 ‘units, valued 
at $13,782,672, out of the total 
compared with 21,973, valued at 
$8,530,639, in 1932. Belgium 
dropped to the fourth position as 
an outlet for American trucks, 
with Spain, Japan and British 
India as the chief purchasers in 
this class. 


Re-enters Picture 

A noteworthy feature of U. S. 
automotive export trade in 1933, 
the report points out, was the 
reappearance of Australia as an 
important purchaser of both cars 
and trucks. 

In contrast to passenger cars 
and trucks, United States exports 
of miscellaneous automotive pro- 
ducts declined 10 per cent in 
1933 compared with the preceding 
year, the total valuation falling 
from $47,239,691 to $42,162,987. Ac- 
cessories and motorcycles and 
parts were the only groups in this 
classification to show an improve- 
ment during the past year, al- 
though shipments of differential 
and transmission gears, starter 
and timing gears, molded and 
semi-molded brake lining, bump- 
ers, horns and motorcycles were 
each, individually, higher than in 
1932. 

Foreign demand for American 
automotive products during the 
first half of 1933 was far from en- 
couraging, the report shows, and 
the marked improvement regis- 
tered for the full year resulted 
from the steady pick up which 
occurred during the last six 
months. This is the first time 
since 1928, it is pointed out, that 
such a development has been rec- 
corded. 





Chrysler Retail Deliveries 


Show 27.3% Over 1933 


Detroit, Feb. 20.—Retail deliv- 
eries of Chrysler and Plymouth 
cars by Chrysler dealers for the 
week ending Feb. 10 were 27.3 
per cent greater than for the 
corresponding week last year, ac- 
cording to figures released by 
Joseph W. Frazer, general sales 
manager of the Chrysler Sales 
Corp. This represents an in- 
crease also of 49.2 per cent over 
the corresponding week of 1932. 

“We now have on hand a bank 
of unfilled Chrysler orders num- 
bering approximately 14,000 which 
represents our production ca- 
pacity through the month of 
March,” said Mr. Frazer. 


Over Jan. ’33 Survey Shows 





Ill. Road Men 
Set to Battle 
New Truck Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 


practically eliminating motor 
transport, because shippers are 
always in a hurry, and a wait of 
ten days for the motor hauler 
would cause the shipper to use 
the railroads instead. 

“The ‘commission bill’ includes 
a tax of one-tenth of a cent per 
ton mile, which would amount to 
as much as $900 yearly additional 
tax per truck in many cases.” 

Cognizance of the threat of 
“radical changes in the motor ve- 
hicle laws of Illinois affecting 
trucks, buses and all commercial 
motor vehicles,” is also taken by 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn., which in a bulletin to mem- 
bers states that at the special 
session of the legislature “the 
doors are thrown wide open for 
the introduction of any kind of 
legislation affecting any and all 
motor vehicles that are not pas- 
senger cars.” 





De Soto Field Changes 


Announced by Factory 


Detroit, Mich., Feb. 20.—L. G. 
Peed, general sales manager for 
the De Soto Motor Corp., an- 





R.W.Evans H.R. McDonald 


nounces the appointment of R. 
Walter Evans as De Soto district 
sales manager in the Cincinnati 
territory. Mr. Evans is trans- 
ferred from the Omaha territory 
where he held the post of district 
sales manager. He will maintain 
headquarters at 1438 Enquirer 
Bldg. 

H. R. McDonald is transferred 
from the Portland, Ore., district 
to take over the district sales 
managership for De Soto at 
Omaha. He will be located at 704 
Woodmen of the World Bldg. 








2 Planes Bring 
Hupp Dealers 
From Chicago 








Chicago, Feb. 20.—Chartering 
two American Airways planes, 25 
Hupmobile dealers took off for 
Detroit shortly after noon today 
in near zero weather to drive 
back as many cars from the Hupp 
Motor Car Corp. factory. The 
delegation was in charge of Sam 
L. Davis, general sales manager 
of the Gambill Motor Car Co., 
Chicago distributors. 

The party included dealers from 
metropolitan Chicago as well as 
Aurora, Dixon, Rockford and 
Lombard, Ill. Plans call for a 
dinner tonight at the Detroit- 
Leland Hotel to be addressed by 
Charles D. Hastings, Hupp presi- 
dent; Rufus S. Cole, vice-presi- 
dent, and other Hupp officials. 
The drive-away from the factory 
is set for 9:00 o’clock Wednesday 
morning. 


Leaves Pratt & Whitney 


Torrington, Conn., Feb. 20. — 
Sydney French, for six years con- 
nected with the Pratt & Whitney 
Mfg. Co., Hartford, has been ap- 
pointed general superintendent of 
the Hendey Machine Co., this 
city, builders of machine tools 
used in the automotive industry. 





Washington, Feb. 20. — Dollar 
volume of retail financing of new 
automobiles increased eight per 
cent for January as compared 
with January, 1933, according to 
a preliminary estimate by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 

As compared with December, 
1933, there was an increase of 12 
per cent. 

All percentages presented are 
based on daily average figures 
with each business day of the 
week weighed according to the 
relative volume of business as 
determined by experience in the 
trade. Comparison of last month 
with previous Januarys and the 
percentage changes from Decem- 
ber to January in previous years 
are shown below: 


Comparisons of January, 1934, With Same 
Month of Previous Years 

January, 1934, 
8.2 per cent higher than January, 1933 
14.9 per cent lower than January, 1932 
37.0 per cent lower than January, 1931 
54.3 per cent lower than January, 1930 
57.8 per cent lo than January, 1929 


wer . 
DECEMBER-JANURAY CHANGE IN PRE- 


VIOUS YEARS 
Percentage Change From December 


GS SOU. S66 ccccnvesisadacheed +11.9 
FaMUsTY, 1988 2... cscscccccccscces +34.2 
SD. GENE Civ ces cucccodévvicues —11.8 
PT eee — 6.8 
TEI: THEO ve cewstcccrccccecasss — 7.6 


These estimates on automobile 
financing are based upon figures 
reported to the Bureau of the 
Census by a sample group of large 
finance companies that have been 
in continuous operation since 1929. 
The dollar volume of these or- 
ganizations represents over three- 
fourths of the business written 
by all finance companies report- 
ing to the Census and the early 
receipt of their figures makes it 
possible to co-operate with the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce in the computation of 
an estimate much in advance of 
the regular reports. 

This is the fourth of a series 
of preliminary statements on au- 
tomobile installment financing, 
and is one of the group of indexes 
of retail operations started by 
the Department to maintain a 
current analysis of the movement 
of goods into consumers’ hands. 


Packard Profit 
$500,000 for 1933 


Detroit, Feb. 20. — Alvah Ma- 
cauley, president of Packard Mo- 
tor Car Co., announced today that 
preliminary figures indicate net 
profits and other additions to sur- 
plus amounting to about $500,000 
for 1933 after provisions for de- 
preciation, taxes and so forth. 
This compares with a net loss in 
1932 of $6,824, 312. 

Cash, Government and other 
marketable securities, he _ said, 
were $15,161,000 at the end of 1933, 
not including deposits in closed 
banks, as compared with $13,387,- 
612 at the end of 1932. 

At the end of 1933 deposits 
still remaining in closed banks 
totaled $656,000 and a special re- 
serve of that amount has been set 
aside to fully cover these remain- 
ing deposits, he said. 

“During 1933,” said Macauley, 
“Packard obtained a higher per- 
centage of sales in its price class 
than in any previous year since 
1929, accounting for 38 per cent 
of the cars in its class sold in the 
United States. Our dollar volume 
of factory sales increased 23.9 per 
cent over 1932, which, according 
to best figures available, was 
greater than the percentage in- 
crease in dollar volume for the 
industry as a whole. 

“A more detailed statement, in- 
cluding the balance sheet and in- 
come account, will be issued to 
stockholders in due course.” 


Gas Tax $12,955,814 


Nashville, Feb. 20.—Dancey Fort, 
commissioner of finance and tax- 
ation, reports that Tennessee’s 
seven cent tax on gasoline pro- 
duced $12,955,814 in 1933 as 
against $12,185,360 in the preced- 
ing year. 








